} 8 
* 


_ - 
nos. 
: 5 

LY 
* A 4 
* 4 


Pe 


- 


— 
* 
„ 


ice Six 


» 


= 


{ 
- 
* = 


= 
d a % "3 
6 * = = " : 
2 þ oo 
o —_— 
= = C * 3 
N 0 ' ' 8 - 28 
4 
f g 
* , 4 . = 
- * - 
% a. & 7 4 \ v A 
+ > * . = 
« * % 
oy 7 - 
= 
da k 
. x * - 1 * 
Cc 0 
- 4 * 
Wd ö 
82 * * x ” 


| DIS.” * | W 
—— — + [ +» 65% * 2 at : 
re | 
1 a 4 * 4 8 
= 
* 


. « © — 
" £ - 4 
N a ys F * * 4 Y * 
4 ' N , # +>» > "we 


* 


* Y 
. WY 4 * 
— 7 * N. 3 
1 ; * : Re, £ 57 


A * 
7 * 
* s , I 1 


— 
* # 


2 


* 


n 

— 
* _ 
os x. 


LOS 


TX 


A Brief 


ACCOUNT 


| Mr. mw Gags 
TREA TI 8 E 


Concerning the 


Altercation or Scolding 
OF THE 


ANCIENTS 


— — — — . — : 
By the AUTHOR. 


, 
— — 


LON HOM ‚ 
Printed for J. Roß E RTS in Warwick- 
Lane. Myccxxx1. 


4 eo 
%s 5 * r hf 
* a 
* 
* ® 1 
* - 
wn 
62 i 
* 
co 4 
= 
* 7 
* * 
% * | 
p ! 
”=_ 
PL. | 
* ” * 1 
48 pom 
- 
— 
hr”? 
F 


* 


11174 


8 
— 


_— I CI 7 
* 


od. ů —” _—_— — — 


A BRIEF. 


ACCOUNT, Ec. 


K I * - 
% <> . 
: \ A. * 
8 . +, 214440 


WAS born near the Monu- 
nent of that dreadful Fire 
which conſum d this auguſt 
L City, where my Mother, 
Mrs. Fudith Ginglicutt, being ſoon after 


HY my Birth left a Widow, has continu'd 


to ſell ſome Fiſhes of the teſtacious 
Kind, which exert their ſtimulating 
Quality on the Conſtitutions of ſuch 
as eat them, and in the Diſcourſe of 
ſuch as 'vend them. My Mother, by 
an aſſiduous and honeſt Traffick in che 
aforcfaid Commodity, acquir'd where- | 
* with, 


75 
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0 with, not only to maintain, but libe- 


rally to educate: me, her only Child. 
Wu I became throughly a0 
qualnted with the Greek and Roman 
Authors, I thought it incumbent upon 
me to do ſomething towards the Ho- | 
nour of the Place of my Nativity, and 
to vindicate the Rhetorick of this an- 


"cient Forum of our Metropolis, from 


the Aſperſions of the Illiterate, by com- 
poſing, A Treatiſe of the Altercation gr 


rbe Ancients; wherein I have demon- 
ſtrated that the Purity, Siqcerity, and 
Simplicity of their Diction, is no where 


ſo well preſerv d as mg my . 


bourhood. | 
Trex Word Alterfation, which pro- 


pally ſignifies debating, has likewiſe been 
tranſlated ſco/ding ; therefore - comply. 


ing with modern Barbarity, I have ta- 


ken it in the moſt extenſive Senſe. 


I PROPOSE publiſhing this my Trea- 5 ; 


tiſe by Subſcription ; the Reaſons which 
have induc'd me to do it at this time, 


are, 


131 
are, Firſt, To rectify a general miſtake 
of the Moderns, who find fault with 
the acute Stile of the preſent political 
Diſputations. Secondly, To adminiſter 
Comfort unto ſuch as think themſelves 
abus'd on either Side, by ſhewing, that 
calling of Names is true Greek and Ro- 
man Eloquence, and bearing ſuch Ap- 
pellations is Greek and Roman Virtue. 
Thirdly, To diſſipate the Fears of ſome 
well-meaning People, who think our 
Liberty in danger, which is impoſlible, 
as long as this truly ancient and polite 
Rhetorick ſubſiſts, which is both the 
Symptom and Cauſe of publick Liberty. 
Fourthly, To aſſiſt the promiſing Ge- 
niuss which are daily riſing in my na- 
tive Country. | 

Tur Miſtake of People who cen- 
ſure the plain Appellations and Epithets | 
which the political Antagoniſts on each 
Side beſtow on their Adverſarles, pro- 
cecds from two Cauſes; the firſt is the 
not ſufficiently diſtinguiſhing between 

B 2 Pro- 


[4] 
priety and Truth of Speech: Propri- 
ety of Language is when an Author 
maketh uſe of the Expreſſion which is 
moſt appoſite to his own Idea, but doth 
not ſuppoſe the Idea to be either abſo- 
lutely true or falſe: Thus he who 
thinks, and calls his Adverſary a Rogue, 
certainly ſpeaks properly, tho' perhaps 
not truly; thoſe Terms of Objurga- 

tion which ſo often offend the Moderns, 
are only ſhort and ſignificant Words 
to expreſs a complex Idea. Thus tell 
a Modern, Sir, you have often deceiv'd 
me, it would only put him upon his 
own Vindication; but if you call him 
a Cheat, you run the riſque of a drub- 
bing: and pray what ſhould make fa | 
wide a Difference between a Circum- | 
locution and a Noun-Subſtantive, which | 
both expreſs the ſame Thing? The ſe. 
cond Cauſe of this general Miſtake, is | 
Ignorance of the Languages and Man- | 
ners of pureſt Antiquity, wherein this | 
opprobious Language (ſo much cenſur'd 
: now | 


1 
now a- days) was quite familiar, as 1 
have ſhow'd through the whole Body 
of my Work. In the firſt Chapter I 
have ſettled che Notion of the Term 
Barbarous, which was conſtantly ap- 
ply'd to every thing that was not Greek 
or Roman, and ought ſtill to retain the 
fame Signification ; in conſequence of 
which, I have prov'd that the ceremo- 
nious, humble, low Manner of Speech 
and Addreis of the Moderns, their pom- 
pous Titles of Honour, Coats of Arms, 
and all the Jargon of Heraldry and 
Chivalry, are Gothick and Barbarous, 
introduc'd by the Fall of the Repub- | 
licks of Greece and Rome. Did ever a 
Citizen of any of thoſe Republicks, ſay 
to his Equal, or Superior, 7our devoted 
Slave? On the contrary, the Dialect 
of thoſe Republicks, where they call 
Things by their plain Names, is quite 
Polite, as the other is unclaſſical and 
barbarous. Polite and Civil, the firſt 
a Greek, the ſecond a Latin Word, 
| ſignify 


[6] : 

ſignify what is cuſtomary in a well- 
order'd City, or Common-wealth ; and 
tho' the Ignorant may be forgiven, it 
is quite ſcandalous in Men of a liberal 
Education, to find fault with calling of 
Names in publick Papers and Ha- 
rangues, and much more ſo, to make 
them the Subject of Quarels, which 
every Body knows is Gothick. In my 
firſt Chapter, ] ſettle the original Right 
of this Sort of Altercation, which is 
moſt indefeifible and unlimited in the 
Female- Sex amongſt all Ranks and De- 
grees, except between old and young 
Women; the latter being ſuppos'd to 
want the Protection and benevolent Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the former. Secordly, That 
there is no mutual Right of Altercation 
between different Sexes, except in the 
Matrimonial State. Thirdly, That the 
Right of Altercation ſubſiſts between 
Perſonages of equal Rank, Gods, God- 
eſſes, Monarchs, Generals, and publick 
Orators; likewiſe between Republican 
| Orators 


2 FA 
Orators and Monarchs. Fourthly, Be- 
tween the People of free Governments 
and their Magiſtrates; but not between 
Monarchs and their individual Subjects. 
I have ſhown that Antiquity abounds 
with Examples of all thoſe Kinds 
Homer has given us a very pompous 
and decent Repreſentation of the Alter- 
cation of the Divinities in a full Aſſem- 
bly: Juno tells Jupiter, that he was 
quite inſufferable, ſurly and reſerv d as 
to her; tho' that Huſſey, Venus, would 
get it out of him. Jupiter as ſharply 
rebukes her for her Curioſity, and at 
laſt threatens her with a little corporal 
Correction; and which is moſt ſtrange, 
poor Vulcan the Blackſmith, ſeems to. 
be the only civil Perſon in the whole 
Aſſembly (according to the modern No- 
tion of Civility) for he ſpeaks to his 
Mother not to diſturb good Company. 
Another time, when Juno was reproach- 
ing Jupiter for being hard-hearted to 
her, in not letting her get her Will of 
LIVE? the 


[8] 
the Trojans, he tells her politely, Iiſb 
you had Priamus and all his Children 
raw in your Guts. Neptune rails at his 
Brother Jupiter moſt bitterly ; Let him, 
quoth he, govern his own Baſtards, and 
not meddle out of his Province. What a 
terrible Scuffle amongſt thoſe Deities, 
when Jupiter gave them Leave each to 
act according to his own Inclination in 
the Trajan War ? What ſcolding, kick- 
ing, tripping up of Heels? Minerva calls 
Mars a Blockhead, c. — Apollo calls 


| Neptune a Fool, &c.— Jupiter all che 
while ſhaking his Sides with Laughter, 


well-judging that it was neceſſary to 
give the Divinities proper Opportunities 
to vent their Spleen at each other; nor 
does it appear that there was ever any 
Offence taken at Words. 

Ix this Chapter, for the Benefit of 
the Ladies, I have made a Collection 
of Epithets in uſe amongft the Divini- 
ties, proper on parallel Oecaſions; for 


ſure no Perſon of Quality can think 
herſelf 


W 


1 9 1 5 
herſelf abus d in *he ode == 


Goddeſles ? | = 


_ Hiniet, according to hib uſual Prpet- 


ety of Manners and Sentiments; intro- 


duceth his Hero's talking in the ſame 


Dialect. | Achilles, the: firſt Word, calls 
Azamemnon, covetous; impudent, cuming 


Fox, Volpone, as you might ſay, (which 1 


have obſerv'd; has always been a fütal 
Word for raifing Sedition Deg- eu. Deer- 
hearted,drunken Sot. Agamemnon anſwers 
very ſharphy, Be guns with yaur Myrmi: 


dons, Iuill take your Wenth from yon in 


/pight of your Teeth, The Poet ima - 
gin d nd leſs than thret ſcolding Bouts 


neceſſary to ſupport this: Epiſode, and 
makes Jupiter approbe of the terma- 
gant Spirit of Aclulles on all theſe Oc. 


caſibns. Heer, without any Offence; 
chides his Brother Paris (who by the 


way wanted not Courage) for being too 
bhandſeime, well-dreſsd;\and a Favourite 


of rhe! Ladies, Ge. Lyn rebukes Aga- 


* moſt IEP for propoſing” a 


Retreat, 


N 


_ for. | 
= Dis an of — 
tion deſcended to the Heroes of latter 
Times; which thay us'd with gteat 
Preeddm in Terms, which for Time 
immomorial, hate been in. Faſhion in 
ee eee ch 4 % 
bt 5 Fur ir, bee aired 
dan Right of Scoldibg as a Contueror, 
_ > a after: the Battle: of Cherunæa, indulged 
I his Joy for che Victory by getting ex- 
tremely drunk, dancing all Night in 
che Field: of Battle, and going from 
Rank to Rank calling his! Priſoners 
Names; Demades, one of them, with 
the ſame decent Freedom, told Philip, 
That be ard tbe Part of Tberſites, | 
rather than thut f Agamenaion..:; Phi- 
Ig ſenſible that his Priſoner might il 
uſe his Tongue, which was not diſ- 
atm d, was highly: delighted with. the 
Smartneis of the Repartee, and for the 


ee eee he. Bri 
„ ſoners 


. 


err | 
ſoners. without Ranſom; cho by the 
way there was not ſo much in it, for 
Agomemnon' was both a great Scold 
and great Captain: ) 121 2113 evi 
Wu xx polite Learning ind in this 
Patt of tis World, about ther Time 
of Charles the Fifch and Frundii che 
Firſt, bath thaſe Monarchs aſſerted 
their Right of Alternation: The:Lye 


was given, but thanthe Language: was 


quite palite, the Challenge as G. 
thicki r Fhere has been an Inſtatce of 
the: ſame nature in oui own Days, and 
I, was quite aſham d ws ſee Men of 
1 — cenſure as Froceed- 
ing. 1 J ir Anda bag 
T Hwvs likewite vallbided many 
the polite Compliments"of republican 
Ambaſſadors and Orators to Monarchs: 
for example, That of Demo bares the 
Aubeniam Ambaſſador; who, when King 
Philip ask d him and his Collegues 
if chere was any thing, in which he 
could ſerve them, ſmartly reply'd, G 
C 2 * 


| | 1120 
dung our ſelf, that is the greateſt Ser- 
vice you can do us: And indeed the ĩt 
ſounds! uncouth to a modern Ear; it 
was the greateſt Compliment he could 
make; for it was as much as to ay, 
You muſt be the Terror of the? Arbe- 
ans as long as yo ix. 
EKTNG Philip honour d Dosh 
with the Title: of the Rampart: of A- 
tens, (an Appellation ſuperior to any 
yet beſtow'd upor dur 'Craft/man) and 
yet Demoſthenes" wab do: far from being 
corrupted' by his „ 
he continued to exerciſe the Rights of 
His Function with his uſual Pdliteneſs 
and Frankneſs. The Epithets he be- 
ſtows upon Pliliß are Per fidzous, Her- 
jura. barburbus MHunper; a Cheat; 
| Wichedneſs in the Abfirad 3 a wretch- 
Macedonian, born in 4. Garner-of 
the, World where, ane could not ſo much 
4. purchaſe @ | good, Slave; that his 
— (no —— a very polite One) 


was compos d d of Paraſites, Proſtitutes, 
why 8 Rob- 


* 
„ 
— 


[93] 
Robbers, Bürdaſdus good<fornirblny Ref 


tak Atheniatt Rin, Motyttebtniks, 


Pantomimes, (Havlequins) Ballade inakers 
that: reoePd and dansd after un bb. 
tene Manner; That Philip Bi was 
what: e call a Sodemite; hd bis Son 
Alexander war an Idiot, &c. As for 

the Ju Hteroafions; the mutual Right 
of Scolding amongſt public Orators, 
Demoſthenes. was ſd far from glving it 
up / or complaining of it, 'thatThe on- 
lx reprimands the Orators oH hre other 
Side, for making Itheir Efdumms of 
calling Names too long, and not com- 
ing looner to tlſeir Motion He di- 
ſtinguiſheth judiciouſly between Ac- 
cuſation and Invective; the Firſt be- 
ing the Allegation of a Crime puniſh- 
able by Lawy; the Laſt, ſome lboſe 
Reflections which People, in the Heat 
of Diſcourſe, thought incumſbent up 
on them to make upon their Anta- 
goniſts. Eſcbines calls Heaven and Earth 
to witneſs, that none of the Nagues 
We and 


A 


{ 54 J | 
f aud Wizards of former Ames ever 
come up wo the Villany of Dergube- 
naß he teproaches him for taking u 
yas on the Ear. and compounding it 
for. thirty Marks; that. he was a Cow- 
ard, and run away at che Battle of 
Cberanæa; he calls him 1, HR, 
Tron: bend, and tells him, 'That” his 
Grandfather was a baniſh d Felon, his 
Mother a barbaroũs Scythian, and him- 
{elf 3. pitiſful Attorney that rookoMps 
ney on both Sides; a Hangman that 
had mutder d his Landlord, Fr. De- 
meſtbenes returns his Compliments with 
Cheat, Diſgrace of Human Nature, a 
poor Seriveners Clerk, Pertifogger} 
Saſſpool of Vice, h Haul you have 
any Learning ? das nat your Fat ber 
Elpias's: Slave, and your Mor her à com- 
mon Strumper, till fhe' bad the Hap- 
Pings to be kept by a Hautboy, and was 


afterwards known: by the Name of the 
Old Wach? Nu pitiful Slave of a 
12 Mehnelmafter, here all your Em- 

Ployment 


. f © — 
, 2 _— 1 
— 
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Plojimend was fineping'-the Sebi), i1þe- 
car ſi am: are us di to drubbing«yorr ſelf; 
poor: +1: 8tched 'Sirolen; you call: me OG³¹. 
ard, /d1/ooth, © betanſe' I amiinot cinur'd 
to ſuch” Dangers'\y M was not fur ft 
ending againſt good Manners \(for 
u Tan noted): 1-wwould "uſe you'd; 
vn dehtrve, you bnpudint” Ii rob. By 
good Manners here, is mehnt Since- 
rliy, in oppofition to what we call 
Compliments, —— . have bes 
deem'd an Aufi 11 51rton Itch £11 
Tax —— Pak, fame _ 
riſcictien over their Audience. De. 
moſthones twits the Athenians often, with 
tho Simplicity of the Manners of their 
Anceſtors ;- calls them a Parcel bf la. 
2 Drones,' Framets "of "| Votes and Ne. 
folutiorss ,- " Newſmongers,” 71 neſey ders 
Spendi briſts, Rag amtuſfuans, * 0 r 
do any thing for Money n : 
their Diverſions. / = is nothing 
gives a ſtronger Idea of the Politeneſs 
et the” . ancient Alkercation gompar d 


wit! 
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men) H Park of. Scoundrels.\ 


1 


with. the modern Forms of Civilityz 


than French. Tranſlatibns; That of a 
very learned Perfonskitl'd in both Lan- 
guages runs thus M ieurs (Gentle- 


\WV wanlateste out preſent Cireum- 
ſtanges are Speeches againſt Incendia- 
riss, and againſt . Miniſters, of both 
which L. have made: choice Colle- 
ction aut of that Renton. Orator Tah. 
Lhope, the Incendiaries will not i diſ- 


dain the polite Treatment /of⸗ Qatalins 


am Company, of being the Dregs the 
Jakes, the Sink, the common Sewer of 
the,Republick. Nor the other Side that 
of Herres, L. Hiſo, or Antluny, Men of 


the Hhigheſt Dignity. - L take o Vernes 


(che Subject of da hole Volume of 
Orations] to have been moch ſuch a 


Manas a Governour of one of, our 


Plantations or Factories, who one may 


ys did net go ver to learn the Lan- 


guage à lever of fue Painting, Sta - 
n Ser what one would now-a days 
| call 


6} 

call a fine Gentleman, very Avaricious 
becauſe Expenſive. Tally, who cer- 
cainly knew the Rules of Decorum 
better than a Man of his Time: 
apoſtrophizeth this fine Gentlemaſi in 
the uſual Te erms of Art, wicked Fellow, 
Thief, Robber, Prevaricator, Traitor, 
Whoremaſter, i impudent, mad, — 
Fellow, Monſter, Prodigy of Wickedneſs, 
When he allows a Neutrality, in not 
attacking | him on ſome of his Vices, 
it is only to fave the Honour and RE- 
putation of Families whoſe Wives ai 
Daughters he had debauich'd, and the 

Amours of his Youth, becauſe of their 
turpitude: He tells him, That the Vil. 
Iaties of all the candle imba if 
the World, could not equal the ſmall: ft 
Part of bis Guilt. He goes on with 
a Deſcription of his Youth ſpeng in 
Rioting, Whoring, and Drinking. 
What a Work doth he make with the 
Sptriting-away a Fidler? There is not 
x Town i in which he had not a Whore, 
_— 4 Pi. 


1 18.1 

a Pidlure, er a Status. A great Part 
of ſome of the Orations ſeem to be a 
Particular of his Eſtate and Houſchold- 
There is hardly a, Veſſel, 


Goods: 
ck, Picture, Lamp, Statue, 
RG A Bribe receiv d, or a Pre- 
ſent given, but is mention d by our 
Orator. Why ſo. many Pots of Hony ? 
Why, fo many Beds, bad you as many 
Whores EK: 
Tuxx he falls upon his Perſon 
and calls his Audience to obſerve the 
Impudence of his Looks ; tells you 
how he became the Favourite of all 
the Porters, Footmen, and Chamber- 
maids : not contented with his Cen- 
| fare of the Gentleman himſelf, he 
falls upon his Friends, . 
and Company, particularly a poor 
Fellow, one Corbo that was 4 
i whom he calls all. to naught : Then 
he tells the Judges, that they had now 
an opportunity to clear themſelves 
wich che People, from the Infamy 
with 


. 9 

with which their 2M Order was 
charg'd, and yet he was not eall'd to 
the Bar, being before Men of Taſte 
and Judgment, who underſtood the 
facred inviolable Right of Liberty of 
Speech. What a police, noble, plain, 
bluntneſs, reigns through all. thoſe Ora- 
tions? who could take it ill to be 
corrected in ſuch well-choſen E pithets, 
and well- turn d Periods? _ 

H1s Oration on L. Piſs, I think, = | 
exceeds thoſe upon Verres; in thoſe ge- 
nuine Flowers of ancient Rhetorick., 
It is much to be regreted that ſome of 
the firſt Sentences are wanting; how- 
ever it begins bluntly enough. Beaſt, 
don't you ſee how the Audience is of- 
ended at your impudent Countenance ? 
Then goes on with a Deſcription of 
his Complexion, Beard, rotten Teeth, 
brazen Face, Stupidity, Impediment of 
Speech. The Orator, after having done 
himſelf Juſtice, and expatiated upon 


his own extraordinary Merits, tells him, 
| D 2 Thar 


20 

That inſtead of Conſul, he was the Tomb, 
the Funeral Pile of the Common: wealth. 
Thou Hangman, thou Temple - Robber, 
thou Chd of Earth ; from what Brothel 
did thou come up in Patins (Soleatus) 
muſſ'd up, with thy Breath ſmelling of 
the Stews? It ſeems the great Subject 
of Quarrel was, L. Piſo having order'd 
the Senate to leave off their mourning 
for Tully, when he was in Diſtreſs ; 

He tells him, you anſwer'd Forſeoth, | 
with one Eye-brow turm d up. to your 
Forehead, and the other depreſs d to your 
Chin ; that you did not love Cruelty 3 
You did not love Cruelty, you Kennel- 
rater, you Gibbet-carrier ; you a Con- 
ful, iſſuing out of a dark Cellar with 
a Dancing-We ench ; you forbid the Peo- 
ple to mourn for me; could one bave 


any Afiſtance from thee, thou Beaſt, 
Lump of rotten Fleſh, Block, Trunk, 


Madman, Fool ? When thy C olleague 8 
Houſe rung with Riot, and Noiſe, and 
Dancing, thou waſt weltering (like one 


of 


[ 21 ] 
of | the Lapithz) in thy own Spew; fa 
that no Body could tell whether thou 
drank, vomited, or ſbit moſt. If I re- 
member right, our Orator, in one of 

his Philippicks, deſcribes much ſuch an- 
other Evacuation of Anthony in the 
Forum, tells him how he vomited, 
where it was a Shame for a Magiſter 
Equitum, Captain-General of the Horſe, 
to belch. It is much to be regretted, 
that our Language is neither ſtrong 
nor copious enough, to do Juſtice to 
this excellent Oratory in a Tranſlation. 
] can appeal to all the Matrons in my 
Neighbourhood, if ſuch Compellations 
as I have mention'd, are not far be- 
yond our little ſneaking Expreſſion, 
The unfortunate Gentleman at the Bar. 
At the fame Time, I need not be at 
much Pains to convince my Readers, 
that thoſe who declaim'd in this Stile, 
underſtood the Rules of Decorum and 
true Oratory ; and thoſe who ſuffer d 
theſe Objurgations, did not want Cou- 
rage, 


[ 22 ] 
rage, nor were ignorant of * Rules 
of Honour. 1. 


-  Antbony in e Nah, was 
cenſur d by the Raman, rather for 
being captious, than 'revengeful ; for 


not underſtanding common Modes of 


Behaviour amongſt Gentlemen, more 
than for want of ere 


I Own, That there is no — 


moſt of This Sort of Altercation, 


nor the Anger from which it pro- 
ceeds, with the Chriſtian Morals; yet 
many Presbyters, Biſhops, Popes, and 
ſome recorded as Saints, have natural 
ly fallen into it. But a Collection of 
their Epithets and Compellations would 
be too Voluminous; and as they are 
rather in the ſacred, than political 


Stile, as Litth Devil, Imp of Satan, 
Curd Heretich, &c. abounding with 
Anathema's, Curſes, and Execrations, 
they are not ſo appoſite to my De- 

| . ſign. 
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ſign. I ſhall only take the Liberty 
to obſcrve, That if Gentlemen will not 
jay aſide this daptious, quarrelfotne 
Temper, there will be an abſolute Ne- 
ceiſity of putting the Monopoly of 
political Altercation in the Hands of 
ſuch of the Clergy whoſe Perſons are 
Sacred, and who ate. not tyd down 
to the ridiculous, corrupt Maxims of 
Lacks in Gothic Governments. And 
any Attempts of this Kind are 10 far 
from being blame-worthy, that they 


ought to be highly applauded, as de- 
cent, n and charitable. 


My next Chapter is "FER upon the 
Uſefulneſs and N eceſſity of ſuch Al- 
tercations in all Governments, Firſt, 
as it allows the People the Means of 
working off their Paſſions in a Way, 
which is leaſt detrimental. to the Com- 

mon- wealth: The Romans, from their 
intimate Knowledge of human Na- 
ture, were ſo ſenſible of this, that 
they 


* 4 . 1 


- Tas) 
they allow'd even their Slaves their 
annual Seaſon of Scolding : It is now ' 


dy Cuſtom grown to be Sabbatical in 


Britain; but if the Legiſlature ſnould 
think it more proper to confine it to 


the Month of December and the Chriſt. 


mas Holy- days, according to the Cu- 
ſtom of ancient Rome, no body could 
find fault; provided there be care 
taken of due Evacuations of the * 
tical Bile, in proper Seaſons, 


Tu E ſame ptudbatial Conſidera- 
tions induc'd the Romans to allow the 
Soldiers to ſing abuſive Ballads upon 
their General in the Proceſſion of his 
Triumph, which no doubt prevented 
many a Mutiny. How much did the 
Soldiers endear themſelves unto Cæſar 


by celebrating his filthy — © on 


chat Occaſgon? 


| Tuzxz is ſome Footſteps of this 
* Cuſtom continue {till in ur 
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F leet ; ; for the Seamen have a Privi- 
ledge of Railing and Joking on their 


Officers at the Careening of a Ship, 


an Objurgation truly Claſſical in a 


double Senſe, 


As to Miniſters, 'tis ol 2 ſmall 
Tax on their Power and Riches ; 4 


| Sort of Memento Muri; a Warning like 
the Barking of a Dog before he bites. 


It was the Saying of a great Man, 


That there were but few Miniſters who 


dad not dane ſomething for which. they 
agſerv d 10 be bang d; and I believe, 


there are hardly any that do not de- 


ſerve ſome claſſical Objurgation. 


% # * 2 
11 4 * *; „ 
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Tus Altercation contributes ex- 
ceedingly to the Vigour of the Admi- 
niſtratioh; like the Jecho- to. loicering 
Horſes, that lug along the Wheels of 


the Government. | | 


qd 
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Tis of no ha Benefit to bock 45 
Ceniurg, then to thoſe. that Govern, f in 
preſerving cheir Purity of Manners, be- 
cauſe (according to Tully himſelf), / the 
Title of an Accuſer to his Right "of 
Atercation, is founded upon bis own In- 
nocence of thoſe Crimes which be lays. to 
the Chee of | bis Adverſaries. | 
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